
 

 

 

HOA 5 

Landscaping Board Report 

February 8, 2022 

by Ann Stanley 

Lawn Renovation Project:   Thank you again for your patience.  

An understatement would be that this renovation did not produce the results hoped for by all of us. Historically the ideal 
time to plant grass in the Northwest is from August 15th to September 15th. The seed for our project was down 
completely by September 27th. 

However, we could not have foretold the lack of cooperation from the weather. A heat wave extending from mid-June 
into mid-July. It was not until mid-August that the temperatures fell consistently below 100 degrees. Immediately 
following our application of grass seed the temperatures fell into the 40’s and 50’s accompanied by rain. 

When the renovation resumes this spring, I am requesting that Tom use 1 ½ - 2 times more… More loan, more time 
spent on leveling, more peat moss, fertilizer applied twice 6 weeks apart, and more seed, as well leveling rakes, or a 
tool, homemade or otherwise to drag behind a small tractor to fill all the 3-5 inch low and high place  

Another issue was the miscommunication between Tom and me about the extent of leveling we wanted prior to seed 
application.  I did not reiterate enough to Tom the danger to our residents of having such uneven ground hidden by 
grass, and the importance of avoiding an owner or guest tripping and falling. 

HydroBlox: Although there has not been much heavy rain since the installation of a small amount of the product 
behind Pat Howard, Carol Ann Wheeler and Jacie Pearson’s homes was installed, the consensus so far is that the ground 
seems firmer there than the ground at other homes in the same building. 

Maintenance: We would like to be informed as soon as possible if there is something that you would like to have done 
differently or a specific item taken care of. I am also providing a form for making those requests. That will also be posted 
on the website so that you can print it yourself when you need one. 

Landscaping Resolution: The resolution currently posted on the website outlining owner responsibilities is not the 
current agreement. The current agreement will be posted shortly. The only difference is in the section regarding trees. In 
the meantime, I want to review points that are pertinent to you this spring that you may not remember. 

This is an excerpt from the Resolution:   

“…BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following items are property owner responsibilities and 
are not provided by the Association: 
• Keeping patios and beds uncluttered so workers can easily access them for maintenance. 
• Irrigation and Maintenance in front areas and courtyards 

• Plants: 
• Weeding or removal of dead or dying plant materials in those portions of the beds containing 
flowers, bulbs and/or groundcover. Owners must choose between providing ongoing 
maintenance in that portion of a bed themselves OR removing them. 
• Deadheading of rhododendrons, azaleas, and camelias unless current maintenance company 
provides this service. 



• Treatment for insects and/or disease 
• Care of roses or other plants that require maintenance outside that provided by maintenance 
company.” 

 

• In addition to being unattractive moss on sidewalks and driveways is a hazard for a trip and fall claim. It is 
your responsibility to make sure any moss be removed to prevent an accident. In the event of a claim, a 
person who falls can make a claim against the liability portion of your homeowner policy, but they can also 
make a claim against the HOA 5 insurance company which of course none of us wants. 

• According to the Architecture and Landscape manual, the area behind homes abutting the golf course must 
be maintained as a front yard which would exclude any garden for anything other than flowers.  
Excerpt from Manual: 
“Due to the visibility of properties that abut the golf course, those properties are considered 
to have “two front yards” and all rules of this manual apply to both the front yard and the 
back yard. Obstructing visibility of the golf course by either structures or plantings is not 
permitted. It is recommended that plants are to be kept trimmed to no more than 3 feet high 
on the golf course. Change Requests are required for any changes to properties abutting the 
golf course.” 
 

• Unfortunately, vegetable gardens are not planted in front yards normally.  They can attract wildlife which in 
HOA 5 the past few years rats have been seen under owners’ houses 

 

 

 


